ACHIEVEMENT TESTS

Achievement Tests are excellent. Especially in the tool
subjects of reading and arithmetic they are revolutionary.
The law of diminishing returns applies here as everywhere,
and some of the very best teachers, there can be no doubt,
expend time and energy in attaining an over-perfection of
efficiency, when the trial of a few standardized tests would
assure them that their classes were already in the top
quartile for these subjects, so that attention might better
be given to exploring the pleasant fields lying alongside
the beaten track of the Three R's. Individual weaknesses
can be diagnosed. Poor classes can be confronted with
performance results. And rewards can be given for improve-
ment, for beating an average man, not an impossible ideal.
I have often wished I knew, for a golf hole, not the ** bogey "
score, but the norms of actual performance, the median
and the quartiles. I might regain self-respect.
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